Running head: QUESTION 4
QUESTION 4											1








Question 4
Name
Institution
Date


Question 4
Introduction 
[bookmark: _Hlk45199292]	The New Independent Confederation in America faced a lot of challenges especially due to the lack of a central government that would regulate internal and external engagements of the country. The states previously followed the articles of confederation to guide their performance. As such, in 1987, the constitutional convention met in Philadelphia as it had become apparent that the country needed a strong central government that would prevent the collapse of the country.
Main Point 1 
[bookmark: _Hlk45199332][bookmark: _Hlk45199401][bookmark: _Hlk45199454]	The constitution framers created the new constitution intending to form and strengthenthe central government. After the war on the American Revolution, each state was independent as there was no central government. As such, the country had neither an organized and centralized military nor a controlled foreign trade. Each state had to perform these duties and this weakened the country as it was open to attacks and prone to bankruptcy (Jaffa, 1986).Therefore, a new constitution was proposed to fulfill these needs. 
[bookmark: _Hlk45199852][bookmark: _Hlk45199987]	As an attempt to strengthen the government, the proposed constitution aimed to define the powers of the congress.  As such, on May 25, 1787, the constitution convention, which encompassed representatives from each state, met to revise the article of confederation. The governor of Virginia presented a Virginia plan which proposed the creation of three branches of the government, which would help to minimize the abuse of power. Also, the plan proposed a bicameral legislature that would be composed of representatives based on a state’s population (Kavanagh, 2002). 
[bookmark: _Hlk45200464][bookmark: _Hlk45200520][bookmark: _Hlk45200543][bookmark: _Hlk45200694]	During the discussions of the confederation, states were concerned about the loss of rights that may result from a population-based legislature. As such, on Jun 15, 1787, William Paterson proposed the New Jersey plan which recommended that each state should have equal number of votes regardless of its population (Jaffa, 1986). Therefore, this proposal affirmed that all delegates in a single state should agree before making a vote. Nevertheless, only small states supported this proposal as large states defended the Virginia plan. This disagreement was resolved by Roger Sherman who proposed the great compromise, in which the central government will have two legislatures that incorporated both ideas. Most states agreed with this suggestion and the convention moved forward (Jaffa, 1986). 
Main Point 2 
[bookmark: _Hlk45200993][bookmark: _Hlk45200797]	The framers of the constitution also aimed to promote republicanism which entails forming laws and government to serve the common good of the citizens. As such, one of the concerns of the state delegates was the powers of states regarding the issue of slavery. This notion was also meant to further support the power of the central government in regulating serious issues in the country. Besides, the framers feared that individual states were making many agreements with European nations and this would weaken the identity of the country (Kavanagh, 2002). 
[bookmark: _Hlk45201184][bookmark: _Hlk45201390]	The constitution framers under the confederation were concerned with the role of slaves in the country. The slaves encompassed approximately 40% of the population and the framers were concerned about whether they should be considered as people or property (Kavanagh, 2002). This argument was a great concern as it would affect representation and taxation. As such, the delegates agreed that slaves will be counted as three-fifths of a person. Consequently, this approach reduced the power of slaves that owned slaves and increased the power of the states that had fewer slaves. 
[bookmark: _Hlk45201441][bookmark: _Hlk45201475][bookmark: _Hlk45201523][bookmark: _Hlk45201603]	The conflict on the international slave trade also rose during the discussions on forming the new constitution. The anti-slavery delegates proposed that the congress should stop importation and exportation of slaves. As an attempt to resolve this conflict and still pass the new constitution that would improve the lives of citizens, the delegates negotiated that the congress would gain the power to prohibit slave trade in the next twenty years. Also, the government would impose taxation on the existing international slave trade as this would help to regulate foreign trade (Kavanagh, 2002). 
Main Point 3 
[bookmark: _Hlk45201695][bookmark: _Hlk45201733][bookmark: _Hlk45201878][bookmark: _Hlk45201929]The Philadelphia convention also led to the development of two parties including the federalists and the anti-federalists who had different ideas regarding human rights under the proposed constitution. The anti-federalists did not provide strong support to the new constitution as they argued that too much power provided to the national government would endanger individual rights. The federalists also pointed out some of the weaknesses of the constitutions as it failed to recognize individual rights but suggested that the government could amend these rights later. As such, the new constitution was passed on September 17, 1787, after gaining enough support from the states (Tushnet, 1987). 
[bookmark: _Hlk45201979][bookmark: _Hlk45202051][bookmark: _Hlk45202144][bookmark: _Hlk45202203]The debate on the bill of rights continued until September 1879 as the constitution framers aimed to defend the civil rights of the citizens. This approach received a lot of support and rejection from the two parties. Anti-federalists affirmed that too much democracy would be dangerous for the country as the majority would threaten the rights of minorities. However, some federalists did not support these claims as they stated that the new constitution did not mean that the citizens had to surrender their rights. Besides, the federalists affirmed that the government had limited powers thus citizens do not require protection from the government (Tushnet, 1987).
[bookmark: _Hlk45202279][bookmark: _Hlk45202344][bookmark: _Hlk45202395][bookmark: _Hlk45202425]The inclusion of the bill of rights in the constitution was promoted by Jason Madison who recognized the need to respond to the demands raised by the states. As such, Madison used the Virginia declaration of rights as a model to guide the revision of the bill. Also, he listened to suggestions from numerous states to avoid opposition and controversies. As such, from the twelve recommended rights, two were rejected and the ten came to be referred to as the bill of rights and became part of the constitution on December 10, 1791(Tushnet, 1987). 
Conclusion 
[bookmark: _Hlk45202542][bookmark: _Hlk45202659]	In conclusion, the framers of the constitution played a crucial role in creating a strong central government that would govern the internal and external affairs of the United States. The new constitution considered diverse issues including the power of the congress, slavery, and the bill o rights. These approaches united all the states and led to a stable government that was aimed at serving the greater good of citizens. Consequently, the constitution signed in 1787 provided an essential document that continues to guide contemporary laws in the US (Jaffa, 1986). 
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